THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2015

VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA

Harjit Sajjan,
Minister of
Defence

Carla Qualtrough,
Minister of Persons
with Disabilities

PLUS
GST

$2.14 minimum
in outlying areas

A DIVISION OF POSTMEDIA NETWORK INC.

ROOKIE
SEASON
Justin Trudeau’s diverse new
Liberal cabinet features 18 rookie
MPs, three of them from B.C.

Jody Wilson-Raybould,
Minister of Justice

New ministers
face steep
learning curve
PAGE 3

1.52

$

Meet the
three rookies
from B.C.
PAGE 4

Smyth: B.C.
trio should help
Trudeau’s team
PAGE 6

Six B.C.
issues await
new gov’t
PAGES 8-9

BEN NGAI/PHOTO ILLUSTRATION

VAN01206348_1_1

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2015

THEPROVINCE.COM

|

NEWS | 3

Rookies risky, but message is change
SWORN IN:

Three first-time MPs from B.C. are in Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s 31-member cabinet
STEPHANIE IP
THE PROVINCE

There could be a steep learning curve
for three rookie Members of Parliament
who will represent B.C. in Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s new cabinet.
After being formally sworn in Wednesday, Trudeau named his 30 cabinet
colleagues, featuring predominantly
fresh faces, an equal number of men
and woman and what’s likely the most
diverse lineup of ministers in Canadian history.
Among those named to cabinet posts
are 18 rookies, two aboriginal ministers,
two disabled ministers, one openly gay
minister, a refugee from Afghanistan
and four Sikhs, creating a mixed cabinet
Trudeau boasted “looks like Canada.”
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B.C. MPs Harjit Sajjan, Carla Qualtrough and Jody Wilson-Raybould
were among those named Wednesday
as part of Trudeau’s highly anticipated cabinet rollout while veterans such
as Hedy Fry and Joyce Murray were
passed over.
According to UBC political science
professor Max Cameron, Trudeau’s
decision to include a number of political
rookies speaks to his campaign promise of change in Ottawa, but it won’t be
without a few bumps in the road.
“They’ve just been elected to Parliament, let alone cabinet,” Cameron
said. “It takes them a long time to figure
out how the Parliament works. There
are some who never figure it out and
they’re not particularly effective.”
Cameron suggested some cabinet
ministers are often assigned to portfolios they aren’t particularly tied to, so as
to better make difficult decisions when
needed. But selecting cabinet ministers
with their life experiences in mind also
speaks to Trudeau’s desire to give rookie MPs a chance to cut their teeth politically.
Cameron noted there are a number of
things to consider when putting together a cabinet, many of which Trudeau
seems to have covered.
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“First, you want to surround yourself
with people who have expertise, who
trust you,” said Cameron.
“You want to represent gender balance, representing different visible
minorities in our society and then you
look at the mix of skills and abilities
they bring to the table.
“And then there’s priming people or
giving an opportunity to new people to
gain experience, who you hope to be
able to draw on more in the future.”
Such may be the case with the three
B.C. MPs named to cabinet posts
Wednesday.
Sajjan, a former lieutenant-colonel and combat veteran with Canadian Armed Forces and a former detective constable with Vancouver Police
Department, was named Minister of
National Defence.
Qualtrough, a lawyer and former Paralympic swimmer who was elected in
the riding of Delta, was named Minister
of Sport and Persons with Disabilities.
Wilson-Raybould, a First Nations
leader and former Crown prosecutor, was named Minister of Justice and
Attorney General of Canada.
Cameron acknowledged the allure of
an underdog story, of seeing a respected community member become a firsttime politician, but reiterated the need
to balance that with experience, whether that’s turning to veteran MPs or experienced civil servants supporting those
in Parliament.
“You put in rookies, they’re going
to have to rely more on established
resources to get things done,” Cameron said.
“But if they are getting good advice
and they do surround themselves with
good people and they work as a team,
it’s reasonable to assume that while
there will be bumps along the way, on
the balance, they should be able to get
the government’s agenda moving forward.”
sip@theprovince.com
twitter.com/stephanie_ip
— With files from The Canadian Press

Justin Trudeau and his wife Sophie Gregoire greet their daughter Ella-Grace as they lead the new
Liberal cabinet to Rideau Hall in Ottawa Wednesday. — TONY CALDWELL/OTTAWA SUN
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